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ABSTRACT 



This document contains two papers that deal with the shifts 
in learning and teaching at Charles Sturt University (CSU) , Australia. The 
first paper, "Inaugural CELT Learning and Teaching Forum: Re-Examining 
Learning and Teaching at CSU, Outcomes and Further Actions," contains the 
outcomes and further actions arising from the inaugural CELT (Centre for 
Enhancement of Learning and Teaching) Learning and Teaching Forum held 
February 11-12, 1997. The paper examines the first-year experience; the 
relationship among teaching, assessment, and student learning; the use of 
technology to enhance student learning; and evaluation processes. It also 
includes a summary of Forum poster displays and demonstrations. The second 
paper, "Use of Electronic Mail Among Park Management Students at Charles 
Sturt University" (Dirk H. R. Spennemann) , provides data and analysis of 
student e-mail usage patterns. With the transition to on-line systems, the 
use of e-mail and listservs will provide value-added dimension in terms of 
communication and interaction for off-campus students. Teaching staff are 
interested in exploring how they can use electronic communication to enhance 
learning, and the effect its use will have on the time required for teaching. 
The development of effective multimedia and computer-assisted learning is 
only possible if educators understand students' expectations, attitudes, and 
abilities in relation to computers and computer-based learning. (SWC) 
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Editorial 



Occasional Papers in Open and Distance Learning, Number 21, contains two papers 
which are pertinent to shifts in learning/ teaching occurring at Charles Sturt 
University. These papers can also be accessed on the Internet using the following 
URL address: 

http://www.csu.edu.au/division/OLI/pubs/occpap/no21 

The first paper contains the outcomes and further actions arising from the inaugural 
CELT Learning and Teaching Forum held on 11th and 12th of February 1997. The 
Forum was a significant initiative within the University and it provided an 
opportunity for a broad cross-section of staff from different campuses to come 
together and consider critical areas of Learning and Teaching. 

Rural universities such as Charles Sturt University have been closely affected by the 
turbulence occurring in the Australian Fligher Education sector in recent years. 
Radical changes are occurring as a result of the inroads of economic rationalism, 
shrinking education budgets and increased competition for students in the market 
place. The fact that universities can now offer full-fee places after filling all of its 
predetermined enrolment quota of government subsidised places confers significant 
advantages upon older, metropolitan universities; furthermore, some of these 
universities are investing heavily in information technologies and entering open and 
distance learning markets which have been largely the traditional domain of rural 
universities. 

In response to these developments there is some urgency for Charles Sturt 
University to differentiate die type of graduates it aims to produce, and in particular 
this means developing strategies to support lifelong learners. Resource based 
learning is significant in this sense. The critical issues examined at the Forum and 
summarised in the first paper include the first year experience, the relationship 
between teaching, assessment and student learning, the use of technology to enhance 
student learning and evaluation processes. The first paper also includes a summary 
of the Forum poster displays and demonstrations which some readers may like to 
follow up. It was indicated at the Inaugural Forum that the Centre for Enhancement 
of Learning and Teaching(CELT) regarded the initiative as the beginning of an 
ongoing process and in subsequent issues of Occasional Papers in Open and Distance 
Learning I hope to include further CELT publications. 

In the second paper Dirk Spennemann provides some interesting data and analysis 
of e-mail usage patterns in a particular subject. With the transition to on-line 
subjects the use of e-mail and listservs will provide value-added dimension in terms 
of communication and interaction for off-campus students. Teaching staff will be 
interested in such questions as: how can I most effectively use electronic 
communication to enhance learning in my subject(s) and will its use erode, dissipate 
or in fact enhance my teaching energies in terms of the time inputs required? 

Studies such as Dirk's highlight issues to be considered by later adopters of the 
technology. 



O 

ERIC 



Peter Dorman 
Editor 



v 



A call for papers 



Occasional Papers in Open and Distance Learning is published twice a year, 
generally in April and November. As the title suggests, a considerable range of 
issues is appropriate for inclusion within the publication. 

The editor would like to invite papers from CSU staff which focus on open and 
distance learning. 

Please submit a copy of any material for publication in the next issue to: 



Peter Donnan 
Editor 

Occasional papers in Open and Distance Learning 
Charles Sturt University 



PO Box 588 



WaggaWagga NSW 2678 



Please note that if you are typing your paper, the editor can provide an IBM template 
(Word for Windows) or a printed style guide for contributors using other word 
processing packages. 



Inquiries: 


Peter Donnan 




Phone: (069)33 2338 
Fax: (069) 33 2792 

Email: pdonnan@csu.edu.au 



7 

ERIC 



vi 



